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	Have you ever gone into a used store and saw something that caught your eye, but it had no price tag on it?  So you ask the owner: “How much is this?”  In response the owner says: “Make me an offer!”  I am reluctant to use this monetary illustration, but it is something with which everyone is familiar.   Unfortunately in the world today, the value of a human is mostly determined by your financial worth or their notoriety.  
	So what is it that gives each of us value?  Our salary? Our name recognition? Is our worth based on our ethnicity, pedigree, occupation, or our zip code?  Unfortunately, in today’s secular world, the vast majority of the population is suffering from chronic devaluation of their personhood and worth.  
	Have you noticed these days, the number of young people who are dealing with chronic depression?  Even if they are smart, gifted, or come from loving homes?  And it’s not just young people either; depression is an epidemic!  Why?  Generally it is because we can’t find our real value in all the things mentioned before, like money, fame, or popularity.  We can find real value in the fact that we are valuable to God.  But modern society doesn’t even acknowledge God, let alone find their value and worth in a relationship with God.  
	This past Sunday we enjoyed a rendition of “O Holy Night,” and my wife was struck by a phrase in a line from the text by John S. Dwight, which states: “Long lay the world, in sin and error pining,  Till He (Jesus) appeared and the soul felt its worth.”  How did the incarnation, i.e. God becoming flesh in Jesus to dwell among us, increase our worth or the valuation of our “self?”  How did it cause us to feel the worth and value of our soul?   
When God chose to become human and make His home in a human body, He increased the value and worth of each of us.  God, in the Bible declares that humans are special and valuable because He made us in His image (Genesis 1:27 (CSB): “So God created human beings in His own image. In the image of God He created them; male and female He created them.”  
	God values us!  He created us in His image.  We are a special creation, hand-made by God, made to be complex beings that have the capability of living in an honoring relationship with God. Love values others, and being loved by God is the ultimate evaluation of our worth. 
One of the amazing characteristics of God’s love (agape love), is that it “creates value in the loved one.”  True love does that.  All of us long to be valued, to be loved and honored.  God sent Jesus to convey to us just how deep His love for us is.  He came to die in our place, so that we can live forever with Him in His heaven.  
Talk is cheap.  Many people declare that they love you, but few do, and fewer yet prove your value and worth by sacrificing for you.  You can feel your worth because Jesus cared about you enough to actually die for you.  You can be assured that He finds you extremely valuable.    
	The astonishing thing about Christmas, is that God becoming human in the person of Jesus, and validates that each of us has the image of God in us; that God came so we would know He exists and what He is like.  He came to give our lives meaning and worth, and to lead us to live lives which demonstrate the value-creating love He has for everyone.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Depression is often a cry for someone to acknowledge our value and worth.  God did that on that first Christmas and every day since.  When you come to know Jesus, you realize just how valuable you are to God and others!  When we look at all that Jesus went through to rescue us, we realize how much God loves us, and wants us to spend eternity with Him.   You are valuable to God!  Reflect on that, and respond to God’s love for you!    


Award-winning columnist Dr. Ed Jordan is pastor of Gwynn’s Island Baptist Church, Gwynn, VA.  He can be reached at szent.edward@gmail.com.  Dr. Jordan’s new book: “Doing Love! It can change your life!” can be purchased on Barnes&Noble.com or Amazon.com.   



