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The Gift that Keeps on Giving! 

By Ed Jordan 
 

 Christmas has come and gone, but the Gift of God keeps on giving.  We 

live in a chaotic, stressful world. Two years of people living on high alert takes its 

toll, so it is probably time for each of us to take a deep breath, and re-evaluate 
our life situations.  

 Jesus’ disciples had followed Jesus for three years, and watched Him do 

what only God could do.  They had seen Him cure leprosy, heal the unhealable, 

and even bring some back from the dead. He had fed thousands of people with a 
few fish and loaves of bread. When the disciples’ lives were threatened in a storm 

at sea, they saw Jesus say “Hush!” and the storm instantly calmed.   

Now Jesus was talking with His disciples about His coming death, and of 

the gift of His peace which He said He would leave behind with them.  We read 

about this in John 14:27 (NLT), “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and 
heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled 

or afraid.”  My peace I give to you, My peace I leave behind for you, and in you.   

 The world of the disciples was turned upside down when Jesus spoke of 

dying. They had thought Jesus had come to conquer the Romans and drive them 
out of Israel.  But now He was going to die, to be killed by the Romans they 

thought He came to evict.  All their dreams of a carefree life were suddenly 

dashed, and they were immersed in fear and worry. What would life be like with 

Jesus gone?  
 What were your dreams before the arrival of Covid-19?  The economy was 

great, gas prices were low, and travel to fun places was available and safe, the 

kids were busy with school activities, and we spent time with other people 

whenever we wanted. Then we were attacked by an unknown virus, and fear 
stepped into our lives.  People obsessed over “staying safe,” an unattainable 

standard.  Our country and the world experienced lockdowns, many people 

became afraid of each other, especially of those whose perception of the situation 

was not exactly the same as their own.   

 We have now gone through around two and a half years of abnormality, 
and many have become conditioned to live in continuous fear. Sometimes fear is 

needed, but it was never meant to be a long-term condition. It is an emergency 

state of being, when we are alert and ready to flee danger.  But when fear 

becomes a long-term condition, it changes into a psychosis.   
 Jesus was going away, but via the Holy Spirit He was going to come live 

within each believer, giving us His life, His love, His perspective, and His peace.  



Jesus lived much of His ministry years under threats of entrapment and death.  
Yet, He did not live in fear or dread.  He knew that His life was in the Father’s 

hands.  He knew that He would die on the cross for our sins, yet He did not live 

in fear of that.   

 Multiple times He was in Spiritual battle with demonic forces, yet He was 
always at peace and calm in every situation.  He knew that He would not die a 

minute before it was time. He lived for others.  He lived to rescue us from our 

sins, our fears, and destructive lifestyles. He told us over and over, “Fear not!”  

“Don’t be afraid!”   
Fear is not our friend.  We must choose to not let fear run our lives, not let 

it pressure us, nor let it weigh us down.    

 In this verse, Jesus said, I am leaving you a gift… peace of mind and peace 

in your heart.  I am leaving you with the gift of peace, the very peace that I 
have.   My peace I give to you.   When was Jesus ever filled with fear?  So why 

are we afraid?  My peace I give to you.  Therefore, don’t be troubled by anything!  

Don’t live in fear of anything.  In John 16:32-33, Jesus again tells us, that we will 

all have tough times, but we are not to allow those difficulties to agitate us or fill 

us with fear.  Jesus is with us, Jesus is in us, and He has already defeated 
whatever you might fear.   

 Believer, Jesus is in you, Jesus is around you, Jesus is with you, and He 

has given you His peace. His peace and presence is the gift that keeps on giving!  

Choose to not be afraid, worried, or fearful!  His peace is your peace too!  
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